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Scottish Disability Sport

West of Scotland Paralympic Pathway Festival 2011

Scottish Disability Sport in partnership with Glasgow Active Schools are organising a disability multi-sport event for children across the West of Scotland.

Paralympic Pathway Festival 

Date: Tuesday 22nd March 2010
Time: 10.00am - 2.00pm

Venue: Kelvin Hall International Sports Arena,  Glasgow

Currently there are few children and young people with a visual impairment or physical disability currently involved in sport in Glasgow. At local and national level there are numerous options for children and young people to train and compete but sadly not enough young people from Glasgow take up these opportunities. In 2010 disability sport is more popular than ever and the Paralympic Games in London in 2012 and Commonwealth Games in Glasgow in 2014 will create an additional focus in disability sport. This inaugural Paralympic Pathway Festival has been set up to encourage children and young people with a disability to try a new sports activity and perhaps thereafter join a club or an activity session. If athletes show potential in any sports there will be staff from Scottish Disability Sport helping at the event to signpost these children to relevant opportunities. 

Following on from last year’s successful Glasgow Paralympic Pathway Festival, Scottish Disability Sport in partnership with Glasgow Active Schools are expanding this festival of sport to engage more children with physical disabilities or visual impairments from mainstream schools across the West of Scotland into sport. The event will allow children to try a new sport for the first time and to demonstrate the values that underpin the 2012 Paralympic Games and 2014 Commonwealth Games in both their sporting activities and general behaviours. 


Some key points about the Festival are as follows: 
· In partnership with Scottish Disability Sport West Regional Managers Becky Bisland and Lynn Allison,    Glasgow Active Schools team led by Active Schools Coordinators Katie Toal and Stuart Aitchinson are helping to organise the event:

· It is a Multi Sports disability festival.

· Festival is only for children with Physical Disabilities (PD) or Visual Impairment (VI) and it is targeting children who attend mainstream secondary schools across the West of Scotland. 

· The Festival is for secondary pupils age 12-18 inclusive.  The Festival is free to all participants.

· Event involves children participating in SDS Strand 1 Paralympics or Commonwealth Games sports as stations. These are the sports (subject to change):
· Football

· Table Tennis

· Badminton

· Athletics (Track and Field)

· Basketball    

· Judo

· Boccia

· SDS will use it as Talent ID event and opportunity to promote clubs and pathways to children.

· Opportunity to identify more children with Physical Disabilities/Visual Impairments in West of Scotland and promote sport to these children. 

· Working in partnership with National Governing Bodies of Sport, clubs and local colleges to provide coaches for the day, athletes to attend on day and information on club links for pathways for participants. 

· Use event as an example and case studies that can be promoted. Report successes of events widely in local press and through sportscotland. 

· Paralympic athletes will be attending on the day to assist with coaching and be part of a question and answer session for the participants.

For more information please contact 

Becky Bisland, Scottish Disability Sport West Regional Manager on Rebecca.bisland@scottishdisabilitysport.com or on 07578242267 or

Lynn Allison, Scottish Disability Sport West Regional Manager on

Lynn.allison@scottishdisabilitysport.com or on 07578103343.

